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t SYCSD Highlights Accomplishments
The Southern York County School District’s Annual Report to the 
Community for the 2014-15 school year is available. 

The results detailed in this report reflect the District’s dedication 
to high student achievement and fiscal responsibility. Once again, 
academic data indicate an outstanding educational program and our 
students also realized many distinguished accomplishments in a wide 
variety of co-curricular and extra-curricular activities. 

SYCSD has maintained extremely high student achievement and has 
remained fiscally responsible. Here are a few highlights from 2014-15 
as featured in the Annual Report:

PA School Performance Profile
The purpose of the Pennsylvania’s School Performance Profile (SPP) is 
to comprehensively assess the academic performance of each school 
across the Commonwealth. 

• Compared to other York County schools, Southern ranked 2nd in 
Math and 3rd in English. Also, overall, the District ranked 2nd in 
the county when comparing the overall percentage of all academic performance scores. 

• Southern scored 100% in college readiness, a distinction shared with only four other districts in York 
County.

Southern Earns AP Honor Roll by the College Board

Tax 
Information  
See Pages 

2, 4 & 6

For the second consecutive year, 
SYCSD has been recognized by the 
College Board and placed on the 
6th Annual Advanced Placement® 
(AP) District Honor Roll for its AP 
exam results. The District is one 
of 425 school districts from across 
the United States and Canada 
to be placed on the AP District 
Honor Roll, which awards districts 
for increasing access to AP course 
work, while also maintaining or 
increasing the percentage of stu-
dents earning scores of three or 
greater out of five on AP exams. 

During the 2014-15 school year, 
Susquehannock High School 
students participated in 371 AP 
exams and 84% of them scored a 
three or greater, according to Dr. 
Robert Bryson, Assistant Superin-
tendent. Since 2012, the number 
of AP exams that students have 

taken increased by 52%, from 244 
to 371 tests. Colleges and univer-
sities offer students credit in one 
or more subjects for qualifying AP 
scores.

“Our staff has made it a goal to 
offer as many students as possible 
the opportunity to take an AP 
course,” Dr. Bryson said. “The AP 
results are an indication of how 
successful the students and staff 
are at reaching this goal.”

“The devoted teachers and admin-
istrators in this District are deliv-
ering an undeniable benefit to 
their students – opportunity,” said 
Trevor Packer, the College Board’s 
Senior Vice President of AP and 
Instruction.  

“When coupled with a student’s 
hard work, such opportunities can 
have myriad outcomes, whether 

building confidence, learning to 
craft effective arguments, earning 
credit for college, or persisting to 
graduate from college on time.”

These results are reflected in the 
hard work from students and the 
entire K-12 staff at Southern York 
County School District. “We are 
extremely proud of our students’ 
and teachers’ outstanding efforts 
in receiving this honor,” Super-
intendent Dr. Sandra Lemmon 
said. “We are also proud that as 
a District, we are able to provide 
students the opportunities to be 
challenged in such meaningful 
ways.”

Spring Adult 
Education Classes

See Pages 5 & 6



To commemorate the birthday of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., SYCSD 
students studied his legacy, the March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom, and the 
1960’s Civil Rights Movement.

From elementary through high school, 
students read about King’s life, his work, 
and interpreted his I have a Dream speech, 
where he called for equality and an end to 
racism. They also explored the speech’s 
effect on social change in the nation and 
how his ideals are applied 52 years later to 
present day United States.

At Southern Elementary School, Sue 
Thomas’ fourth grade students read a 
biography about King. “We read a book 
about him and a letter written to the 
President of the United States and Congress 
in 1993 and the reason this man should be 
honored,” Thomas said.

Students then applied the information to 
events in today’s world. “Martin Luther 
King took a stand with other African 

Americans to be equal,” Isabel Roppert said. 

Students also said it is important to love 
and not to hate. “We honor his beliefs and 
need to pay tribute to him,” Braden Potts 
said.

In addition, eighth grade Southern Middle 
School students researched the role that 
the First Amendment played in the Civil 
Rights Movement. At Susquehannock High 
School, students incorporated King’s work 
to various subjects. 

In Timothy Groth’s English class, students 
examined the goals and motivations of 
King’s speeches. Stephanie Myer’s French 
students discussed his accomplishments in 
various French language tenses. 

In social studies classes, students 
deliberated historical events which paved 
the way for the Civil Rights Movement. 
“We addressed the role that King played in 
advocating for the concerns and injustices 
being forced upon African Americans,” 
AP Government teacher Kevin Lawrence 

said. In addition, 10th graders in Bob 
Cousineau’s U.S. History II class interpreted 
King’s speech through class activities. 

“We analyzed the messages as a class and 
connected them to the overall Civil Rights 
movement,” he said.

Students Honor Martin Luther King, Jr.

Senior Citizens May be Eligible for Tax Relief
The Southern York County School District 
is pleased to announce that 2015-16 is 
the tenth year of the Property Tax Rebate 
Program. Senior and disabled citizens may 
receive a rebate of up to $500 of property 
taxes paid, if eligible. During 2014-15 over 
$80,000 was rebated to 222 taxpayers. To 
qualify for the program, you must be:

• 65 years or older, widow or widower (50 
or older), or permanently disabled; 

• Own and occupy your home in the 

Southern York County School District;  

• Your total eligible annual house-
hold income is $25,000 or less, which 
excludes one-half of Social Security 
benefits, supplemental Social Security 
income, and Tier 1 Railroad Retirement 
benefits; and

• Your 2015-16 tax bill must have been 
paid by December 31, 2015.

Applications are available at the Southern 
York County School District Administration 

Building, the South-Central York County 
Senior Center, or can be downloaded from 
the Southern York County School District’s 
website (www.sycsd.org - click on “Tax 
Information - left hand side”, then “Prop-
erty Tax Rebate Program”). For questions 
and/or assistance, call the school district 
at 717-235-4811, extension 7300.  We will 
be happy to help you complete the form by 
appointment.  

The deadline for filing the rebate form is 
May 15, 2016.

SMS Future City Team Earns Award
A team from Southern Middle School won an award for designing the most sustainable 
food production system at the regional Future City competition. During Future City, 
students in sixth, seventh, and eighth grades research, design, and build cities of the 
future that showcase their solutions to a citywide sustainability issue. For this year’s 
theme, ‘Waste not, Want Not,’ students worked as a team to design waste management 
systems for residences and businesses.

Southern Middle School’s four-member Team Industria created Algaecity, a sustainable 
floating city, using recycled products, such as 45 records, bottles, jar lids, and metal 
baskets. The team included eighth graders, Lucy Mettee, Nathan Binko, Michael Daiuto, 
and Annie Hebel. 

“Algaecity is the greenest floating city of the future,” Binko said.

Algaecity, located off of the coast of Peru, floats away from the polluted mainland and is home to a large research center, where 
scientists and engineers create sustainable solutions to the world’s energy and trash problems. They focus on energy recovery to 
make electricity, heat, and fuel. They also use algae, which grows in underwater tanks, to make biofuel. The floating city is also self-
sustaining in food production. The city uses natural energy from the ocean to help grow foods, the students said.

“The students loved presenting and showing off their city at the competition,” team advisor Francesca Fruci said.

SES students, l-r, Isabel Roppert, Ian Rosul and 
Braden Potts read about Martin Luther King Jr.; 
Also pictured, Sue Thomas.

Team Industria consisted of, l-r, Annie Hebel, Lucy 
Mettee, Michael Daiuto, and Nathan Binko
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Elementary Students Advance in Geography Contest 
Students in grades four, five, and six at Friendship, Southern, and Shrewsbury Elementary Schools participated in this year’s National 
Geography Bee and the top three students from each school will advance to the state qualifying round. Following a qualifying test, 
students from each class proceeded to the preliminary round of competition, where they answered questions on United States geog-
raphy, state geography, American cities, continents and oceans, and cultural geography.

The top 10 students in this round advanced to the final round of competition and competed until three winners from each elementary 
school were then determined in the championship round. From Southern Elementary School, the Geography Bee winners included 
fourth grade students, Robert Rosul and Isaiah Voss, who finished first and second, and sixth grade student, Eryk Liszewski, who 
placed third; At Shrewsbury Elementary School, the winners included sixth grade student, Nathan Ferguson, in first place and fifth 
grade students, Mateo Ramirez and Kaden Snedegar, who placed second and third; At Friendship Elementary School, fourth grade 
student, Mackenzie Dryden placed first, fifth grade student, Sienna Kopp placed second, and sixth grade student, Alex Stare placed 
third. 

The first place winners from each school then completed a written state qualifying test, which was returned to the National Geo-
graphic Society. Test scores determine the students who will progress to the state level of competition in April.

Friendship Elementary School winners were (left to 
right) Sienna Kopp, Mackenzie Dryden, and Alex Stare; 
Also pictured are Assistant Principal Lisa Boyer, far left, 
and Principal Beth Koontz, far right.

Shrewsbury Elementary School winners were 
(left to right) Mateo Ramirez, Kaden Snedegar, 
and Nathan Ferguson; Also pictured is Principal 
Randy Fox , back.

Three Southern Middle School students advanced to the written 
semifinal regional competition of the Scripps National Spelling Bee 
in January and two qualified for the oral regional Grand Champion 
Spelling Bee.

Middle school students participated in a school-wide spelling bee 
as part of the national program. During the event, 35 students 
advanced to the oral bee qualifying rounds.

Seventh grader Michael Watkins was the champion of the spelling 
bee after he correctly spelled the championship word, ‘chronicle.’ 
In order to be crowned champion, Watkins had to spell a word cor-
rectly when all the other competitors misspelled their own words. 
He then had to correctly spell an additional word. Eighth grade 
students, Jonathan Collins and Jacob Harris placed second and 
third respectively. As the first and second place winners, Watkins 
and Collins each won online Encyclopedia Britannica subscriptions, 
according to Gifted Support Teacher and event coordinator Kate 
Newland.

“I am so proud of these students for studying and persever-
ing through very difficult words,” she said. “They learned many 
advanced words for their grade level from many different languages 
of origin, such as ‘de rigueur,’ ‘joule,’ and ‘leitmotif.’

The three students took a written test at the semifinal regionals 
where they competed against other school champions from 10 
surrounding counties at the Harrisburg-based public broadcasting 

television station, WITF.

As qualifiers, Watkins and Harris advanced to the oral regional 
Grand Champion Spelling Bee on February 27, 2016. This event 
was televised on WITF. The winner of this event is then qualified to 
compete nationally in the Scripps National Spelling Bee, which will 
take place in Washington, D.C.

Middle School Students Excel in National Spelling Bee 

Featured above are, left to right, teacher Kate Newland, winners, Jonathan 
Collins, Michael Watkins, and Jacob Harris along with Assistant Principal 
Donna Shick and Principal Len Reppert. 

Southern Elementary School winners were (left to 
right) Robert Rosul, Isaiah Voss, and Eryk Liszwsk; 
Also pictured is Assistant Principal Stephanie 
Winemiller, right.
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 SHS Theatre 
Presents:  

Pippin 
April 1-3, 2016 

Susquehannock High School,

Richard D. Hupper Auditorium

Friday, April 1, 7:00 p.m.,

Saturday, April 2, 2:00 and 7:00 p.m.,

Sunday, April 3, 2:00 p.m.

For ticket information, visit

 www.susquehannocktheatre.com 

or 

call the Susquehannock High School 
Office, 235-4811, ext. 4238

Section 311(d)(1) of Act 1 permits a 
school district to elect to adopt a resolu-
tion indicating it will not raise the rate of 
any tax for the support of public schools 
for the following fiscal year by more than 
its index. Upon approval of the resolution, 
the school district can then follow a tra-
ditional budget development process and 
forego the accelerated Act 1 time line.  

The Southern York County School Dis-
trict is happy to announce that the Board 
passed a resolution December 3, 2015 
not to raise property taxes more than 
the Pennsylvania Department of Educa-
tion index for the 2016-17 fiscal year. The 
Board of Education is committed to deliv-
ering a tax increase at or below the 2.9% 

index, established by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education. 

It should be noted, however, that the 
percentage increase has not yet been 
determined. The proposed budget for the 
District is expected to be approved by 
the Board of Education at the April 14, 
2016 Board meeting. The final budget is 
expected to be approved by the Board of 
Education at its regularly scheduled meet-
ing of Thursday, May 19, 2016. 

Following the April Board meeting, the 
proposed budget will be available for 
review on the District’s Web site and also 
available at the Thomas R. Hensley Dis-
trict Administration Center.
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SHS Students Explore Careers at STEM Summit
Susquehannock High School ninth grade students conducted experiments and learned about various career fields that centered 
in the areas of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM). As part of the school’s annual STEM Summit, stu-
dents attended various stations throughout the gymnasium, where they put physics, math, and chemistry to the test.

According to Susquehannock High School Assistant Principal James Hollinger, the primary goal of the STEM Summit was to 
educate students on possible career opportunities in these areas.

“Students can then use their interests in these careers to shape their high school schedules in order to help develop their skills 
and knowledge to prepare for a STEM related post-secondary educational program,” he said.

Coordinated and conducted by the Junior Achievement of South Central Pennsylvania, the STEM Summit was a day-long event 
that consisted of 30-minute sessions for the students.  

“The students were enthusiastic, actively engaged in the activities, and asked great questions,” Hollinger said.

Business leaders from the region also volunteered with the students during these sessions. Scott Murphy, of Penn-Air and 
Hydraulics Corporation in York, worked the mechanical engineering session where students assembled erector sets similar to 
the 80/20 t-slot systems that are distributed at his company. Students worked in teams as they assembled parts for their sets. 
They also learned how these parts are used in many different industries, like architecture, automation, entertainment, health-
care, and retail.

“The students got frustrated at first, but they figured it out and enjoyed it,” Murphy said about the process.

In another station students wired receptacles to learn about the electrical industry and worked with chemicals to make poly-
urethane hands. “The stations were about teamwork and the students following step-by-step directions for each process,” said 
volunteer Brandon Schmidt, an employee with the Hanover snack company, Snyder’s-Lance.

Act 1 Index and the 2016-17 Budget
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Spring 2016 ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM 
 For more class details, visit us on our website at www.sycsd.org; 

 Click Community, then Adult Education, or call 717-235-4811, 7231
Deadline for registrations - Friday, March 18, 2016

The District is partnering with the Southern Branch YMCA to offer exercise classes this spring. Classes will take place at 
Southern York County School District schools and at the YMCA, depending on the class. The costs for the YMCA wellness 
classes are based on either a YMCA member or a non member fee. Classes begin the week of March 21st, unless otherwise 

noted. See back page for more classes and the registration form.

Abbreviation Key for all Other Classes:  
R=Resident of Southern York County School District  

NR=Non-Resident   
SC=Senior Citizen  (Age 62 or Older)
NRSC=Non-Resident Senior Citizen

Class Instructor(s) Location/Dates/Times Cost/Person
Over 30 Basketball David Sweigard ShES Gym/Mondays,

3/28 - 6/6/16 (No B-ball on 5/2, 5/16, 
and 5/30); 8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

YMCA Member - $33
Non Member - $65

Over 30 Basketball Jack Stoneberg ShES Gym/Thursdays, 
3/31 - 5/19/16;
8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

YMCA Member - $33
Non Member - $65

Ball Room/Social Dance William Harman SMS Cafeteria/Wednesdays, 
3/23 – 5/18/16; (No Class 5/11)
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

R-$50  NR-$54  SC-$25 NRSC-$29

Glen Rock: The Early Years John Otts Hufnagel 
and Jon Nicklow

SMS Library Classroom/Thursdays, 
4/7 – 4/28/16; 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Free (Optional $5 per person to be 
donated to The Glen Rock Historical 
Society)

Introduction to Digital Pho-
tography (Bring cameras and 
manuals to class, if available)

David Crough SHS Room 103/Mondays, 
3/28 - 5/16/16; 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

R-$65  NR-$69  SC-$33 NRSC-$37

The Art Club Gary Moon SHS Room 101/Thursdays, 3/31-
5/19/16; 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

R-$35  NR-$39  SC-$18 NRSC-$22

Oil Painting for Beginners Gary Moon SHS Room 101/Mondays, 3/28 - 
3/16/16; 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

R-$70  NR-$74  SC-$35 NRSC-$39

Painting Flowers, Portraits, & 
Landscapes

Carol Hartman SMS, Art Room/Wednesdays, 
3/23 – 5/4/16 (No Class 3/30);
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

R-$60  NR-$64  SC-$30 NRSC-$34

Basic Microsoft Word & Excel Walt Cerkan SES, Computer Lab/Thursdays,
 3/24 – 4/28/16; 6:15 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.

R-$50  NR-$54  SC-$25 NRSC-$29

Introduction to Computers Walt Cerkan SES, Computer Lab/Tuesdays, 3/22 – 
4/12/16; 6:15 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.

R-$32 NR-$36 SC-$16 NRSC-$20

Small Engine Repair Henry Hartman SHS, Rooms 014 & 022, Thursdays, 
3/31 - 5/19/16; 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

R-$70  NR-$74  SC-$35 NRSC-$39

Beginner Spanish Tracy Noll SHS Room 103/Tuesdays,
3/22– 4/26/16; 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

R-$50  NR-$54  SC-$25 NRSC-$29

German for Tourists Karin Mitchell ShES Science Room, Thursdays, 
3/24 – 4/28/16; 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

R-$40  NR-$44  SC-$20 NRSC-$24

Creative Women Write Cara Achterberg SHS Room 103/Wednesdays, 
3/23– 5/11/16; 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

R-$65  NR-$69  SC-$33 NRSC-$37

SHS:  Susquehannock High School
SMS:  Southern Middle School

SES:  Southern Elementary School
ShES:  Shrewsbury Elementary School
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Wellness Adult Education 
All classes take place at the Southern Branch YMCA and are 
taught by certified instructors. The cost for each class is free 
for YMCA members and $50 for non-members.

Red Hot Dance: A calorie burning dance party to top 40 music
10 Weeks – Thursdays, 3/24 – 5/26/16, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

BODYCOMBAT: - Martial arts group fitness class
10 Weeks – Mondays: 3/21 – 5/23/16, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.;
Wednesdays: 3/23 – 5/25/16, 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.; 
Fridays: 3/25 – 5/27/16, 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
* Price for attendance is for one class per week*

Yoga: Participants need to bring a yoga mat, two yoga blocks, 
and one yoga strap to class.
10 Weeks – Mondays 3/21 – 5/23/16, 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Hoopnotica Fit: An energizing, fat-burning cardio, and muscle 
sculpting hoop dance workout 
10 Weeks – Tuesdays, 3/22 – 5/24/16; 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Cize: A cardiovascular conditioning, core strengthening, and 
muscle toning workout
10 Weeks – Tuesdays, 3/22 – 5/24/16; 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Power Yoga: Prior Yoga experience is required. Participants 
need to bring a yoga mat, two yoga blocks, and one yoga strap 
to class; 10 Weeks – Thursdays, 3/24 – 5/26/16, 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 
p.m.

Name __________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

Email Address ___________________________________

Home Phone _____________ Work Phone ____________

YMCA Member?  ____Yes____No  (For Exercise Classes)

Southern York Co. School District Resident?

 ____Yes____No

Senior Citizen (62 years or older)?    ____Yes____No

Fee Enclosed $______Course Name/No. ______________

2nd Course Choice________________________________

I fully understand the risks involved in participating in any 
strenuous activity and I absolve the Southern York County 
School District from all liability for any personal injury in-
curred through my participation in any Southern York County 
School District sponsored Adult Education program.

Signature: ______________________________________

Possible Tax   Reduction   for   Homeowners
As part of Act 1 of 2006, each year by May 1st, the State Secretary 
of the Budget must certify if there are enough funds to provide 
homeowners with property tax relief. There may be enough 
money in the Property Tax Relief Fund for the 2016-17 tax year 
that begins on July 1, 2016 to offer this relief again. 

To receive this tax reduction, which comes in the form of a 
homestead/farmstead assessment reduction, the homeowner 
must have an approved homestead/farmstead application on file 
with the York County Assessment Office.  In December 2015, as 
required under Act 1, the District sent out a homestead/farmstead 
application to any residential property that was not currently 
approved as a homestead/farmstead.  This application needs to 
be completed and returned to the County by March 1, 2016 to 
determine if your property is an eligible homestead/farmstead 
property.  Unfortunately, per the Act, properties acquired after 
the March 1st deadline must wait until the following year to 
qualify for an exclusion.

The county assessor must notify the property owner of the 
approval or denial of the exclusion within 30 days after the 
receipt of the application.

If you have submitted an application in the past, received an 
approval for your property, and your primary residence has not 
changed, that approval is still good.  If you are unsure whether 
your property is on the approved list of homestead/farmsteads 
you may check by:

• Accessing the website via www.sycsd.org. Click “Tax 
Information:” left hand side. Then click “Homestead/
Farmstead Information.” There will be a link to add your 
property information to check to see if your property has 
been approved.

• Calling 235-4811, extension 7300 for the District. 

• Calling 771-9232 for the York County Assessment Office.

 Please have your property parcel number ready when you call.

Students Earn Awards in Arts and Writing Contest
Students from SMS and SHS  earned awards 
in the 2016 South Central Pennsylvania 
Scholastic Arts and Writing Competition. 
The national program awards students for 
their creative excellence in 29 categories of 
arts and writing.

The following SHS  students earned awards 
in the competition:

• Senior Rachel Pugaczewski won a 
gold and silver key in poetry;

• Freshman Megan Watkins won a 
silver key in photography;

• Freshman Mia Kobylski won an 
honorable mention in short story

The following SMS students earned awards 
in the competition:

• Eighth grade student, Annie Hebel 
won a gold key in journalism;

• Seventh grade student, Hannah 
Timlin won a gold and silver key in 
digital art;

• Seventh grade student, Hunter Fultz 
won an honorable mention in poetry

Silver or gold key winners are invited to the 
awards ceremony at the State Museum in 
Harrisburg in March. In addition, Hebel’s 
and Pugaczewski’s writing pieces have been 
submitted to the national competition. 

Timlin’s digital piece, Irritated Angst, is 
featured for exhibit at the State Museum 
through April.

Hannah Timlin’s 
Irritated Angst 

piece is on display 
at the 

State Museum in 
Harrisburg.
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